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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GOVERNMEXNT SAVINGS
BANEK,

Inlerest on Securities.

Hon. H. S8EDDOXN asked the Colonial
Secretary: What is the rate of interest paid
by each class of security itemised in the
statement of assets printed in the Savings
Bank report of Jone, 19247

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
By securities in Treasury Chest:— Mort-
gagea on freehold, £33,163 7s. 1d., 6 per
cent.; Municipal Debentures, £35,680, 435,
5, 6, and 8% per cent.; Mctropolitan Water-
works, Goldfields Water Supply Debentures,
- £508,207 3s, 6d., 3%, 334, and 4 per eent.;
Debentures nnder Agricultural Land Par-
chase Act, £240,951 45, 9d., 4 and 5 per
cent.; Water Boards’ Debentures, £71,537
16s. 94,; 4 and 5% per cent.; Loeal Ingeribed
Stock Certificates, £3,123303 11s, 3%, 4,
and 415 per cent.; Land Drainage Aet De-
béntures, £8,304 1s. 8d., 434 per cent.; Road
Board Debentures, £14,994 2s. 44, 5, 6, and
61, per’ cent.; Treasury Bills, £746,113,
414 per cent.; Treasury Bonds, £631,360,
4, and 5 per cent.; W.A. Government De-
bentures, £6,210, 41, per cent.; Fixed De-
posits, £66,667, 4 per ecent.; Cemetery Board
Debentures, £250, 5 per cent.; Common-
wealth Treasury Bond, £20, 414 per cent.
Total, £5,486,784 7s. 14.

BILIL—TRUST FUNDS INVESTMENT.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with an amendment.

MOTION—TRAMWAYS AND WATER
SUPPLY.

Transfer to Local Governing Bodies.

Debate resumed from the 25th September
wn the following motion by the Hen. C. F.
Baxter—

That in the opinion of this House the

Government should immediately enter into

neaotiationg for the transfer of the metro-

[COWRCTL.]

politan tramway system and the metro-
politan water supply to represeniatives of
the local bodies concerned.

To which the Hon J. Nicholsen had moved
the following amendment—

That the words *' immediately enter i
te'! be struck vut and the words ‘‘at the
firgt convenient oppnrtunity renew'' in-
serted i Hew.

Hen, C, F. BAXTER (East—on amend-
inent) [4.37]: It is pleasing to find praeti-
vally 1o opposition to the motion and I
hope this augurs well for the future inas- °
much as we can expect something definite
to be done reparding the transfer of these
two activities. T was rather surprised to
hear Mr. Nicholson say that the tramways
and water supyly should be given to the local
poverning bodies. I do not want members
to think I agree with that; nothing was fur-
ther from my mind. If the local govern-
ing bodics take over these concerns, they
must do so on a valuation and finance them.
No Govermment could be expected to hand
over two such copeerns as Mr. Nicholson
has suggested.

The PRESIDEXT: The amendment is at
present hefore the House.

Hon. C. F. BAXNTER: While I consider
the wording of the motion rather stronger
than that of the amendment, I see no reason
for insisting upon the original werding and
am propared to accept {he amendment.

Amendment put ard passed.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropelitan)
[4.41]: It would be better if the mover of
the motion agreed to strike out the refer-
ence to the metropolitan water supply until
we receive the report of the seleet committee
now gitting. We are trying to obtain infor-
mation that will enable the House to found
a better judgment than it could give to-day
on the question of the expediency of hand-
ing over the metropolitan water supply. We
are getting particulars of the assets and
their valee, the profit and loss and working
accounts, and other material that will en-
able the House to form a sound judgment
as to whether it is ndvisable for the Govern-
ment to gnter into sueh negotiations. T
move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘and the metropolitan
water supply’’ be struck out.

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [4.43]:
The motion only suggests the renewal of
negotiations and as the evidence collected
by the select committee will be at the dis-
nosal of the Government, there is no reason
why the metropolitan water supnly should
not ke inclnded in the motion. The words
‘it the firet comvenient ooportunitv?’ ade-
arately safepuard the position. The faet
that the metropolitan water supply is the
subject of exsminstion by a select com-
mitteée shonld be gll the more reason why
this concern should be included.
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Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban—on amendment) [445]: I am
greatly surprised at the remarks of the last
speaker, who I thought would have realised
that the Select Committee on Water Supply
must be hampered in their investigations if
; resolution of this nature hangs over their

eads,

Hon. J. Ewing: Not at ali!

Hon, J, DUFFELL: The select commit-
tee should be allowed to remain fres in their
ingqniries, The evidence already taken will
surprise hon. mombers when they read it in
the report, and there is a greai deal more
to come. The mover of the motion would
be well advised to allow the words to be
excised. T repeat that 1 am surprised at
the stand taken by Mr. Ewing, especially in
view of Mr. Lovekin's remarks.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan—on amendment) [4.46]: As the motion
now reads, ‘‘at the first opportunity,’’ in-
stead of ‘‘immediately,’’ I do not see how
the passage of it by this House can hamper
the select committee at all, The Government
will take into consideration that evidence is
being taken by a select committee, and that
that evidence must be such as to assist the
Government in their negotiations with the
.Perth City Council. Therefore, I cannot
support the amendment.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East—on amend-
ment) [4.47]: Had my motion stood as
originally moved, there would have been
som¢ justifieation for Mr. Lovekin’s amend-
ment; but in view of the amendment just
carritd I am unable to agree with the
reasoning of oither Mr. Lovekin or Mr.
Duffell. T fail to see how the carrying of
the motion, a3 already amended, can possibly
hamper the select committee’s investigation.
The Government will be fortified by the
eviden¢e and the report of the select com-
mittee in disposing of the water supply. To
excise the words would do mere harm than
good. As the motion now reads, the Gov-
ernment could enter into negotiations either
next week or next year.

Member: Or never!

Hon. €, F. BAXTER: 1 bave sufficient
faith in the present Government to helieve
that a motion of this kind, supported by the
Leader of this Hounse and carried by the
Chamber, will receive due consideration. ]
is not the funection of a Goverament to carry
on activities such as those referred to in
the motion; and whatever the =elect eom.
mittee 's report mirht he, the Government
would still be jnstified in opening negotia-
tions, The result of the select committee’s
deliberations will probably be to put hoth
the Goveroment and the loeal hodies in a
better position to nepotiate, onee the report
has been presented. In any case. the Gov-
ermment would not embark on negotiations
hastily, but would assuredly await the pre-
sentation of the select committee 'a report.
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Hon H. A. STEPHENSON (Metropoli-
tan-Suburban—on amendment) [4.49): As
a member of the select committee inquiring
into the important question of metropolitan
water supply, [ still fail to see any necessity
whatever for the present amendment. I do
not recognise that the carrying of the mo-
tion would hamper the select commitiee'’s
work in any way. Therefore I am unable to
support the amendment,

Hon. J. CORNELL (South—on ameod-
ment) [4.50]: I have listened to debates
upon this subject on previous occasions. The
arguments advanced have invariably been
confined almost entirely to the realm of
picus wishes. The principle of the motion
opens up a broad sphere of disecussion—the
question whether or not public utilities other
than those of a national character are het-
ter owned and controlled by loeal governing
bodies or by the State. The ramifications
of the control of sueh institutions spread far
beyond the metropolitan area; for, if it is
logieal and reasonable that water supply and
tramways—as a fact, it is only in the met-
ropolitan area that the Government control
tramways—shonld he owned and managed
by local governing bodies, is it not just as
reasonable and logieal that the same prin-
ciple should apply at, say, Narrogin9 No
argument has been adduced to lead one to
support the motien if only one can find
one’s way out of the realm of pious aspira-
tions. I have long held that publie utilitites
can, in the general interests of the com-
munity, be better controlled by local govern-
ing bhodies, because it has been found that
with the Government taking control of purely
loeal institutions, in respect of which the
citizens are Ievied for upkeep, there is a
great addition to the detail work of govern-
ment, thus detracting from the essential
functions of government. I venture to say
that few, if any, Ministers who have had
control of such institutions would effer seri-
ous objeetion to relinquishing that control,
ginee a great deal of their time is oecupied
by detail work connected with such institu-
tions, time which could be better devoted to
the important issnes neceszarily arising in a
huge State like this. I had several months’
praetical vxiperience of the working of public
utilities in 2 country where they are con-
trolled by the municipalities, as against that
State control which, particularly during the
past few years, has grown up in this coun-
try and in Australia generally, T have had
ample opportunity of drawing comparisons
between the two systems of comirol. My
reference i to the Union of South Africa.
There the Provincial Governments eould not
function as satisfactorily as they do if they
were loaded up with the paraphernalia of
local governing institotioms. It has been
said that there are three forms of govern-
ment in South Africa: the Union, the Pro-
vineial, and the local. I think the order of
naming those forms of government should
be amended, or even reversed, bécause there
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is far greater spending capacity in the loea)
governing bodies than in either the Provin-
eial or the Union Governmeat. Take the
Town Council of Johannesburg. Here is an
illustration of what might be done in our
metropolitan area. For the year 1921 the
revenue of the Johannesburg Town Council
wag in the neighbourhood of 314 millions
sterling. That is some council! All purely
loval institutions, such as water supply, elee-
tricity supply, tramways, zoological gardens,
the murenm, abattoirs and cool storage, are
administered by the Johannesburg Town
Couneil. South Afriean municipal adminis-
tration uvndoubtedly stands miles ahead of
Perth city administration, however good the
latter may be. On the information sub-
mitted to the Chamber T feel that the mo-
tion should go beyond a mere pious declara-
tion, and should affirm the need for a full
investigation so that the facts may he placed
before the only people who ean bring about
the eonsummation of the idezl; and that is
the people who are paying the piper. As
to the amendment, to strike out the words
‘“metropolitan water supply,’’ I shall vote
for it, beeause T think that in all the cir-
cumstances the deletion of the words is
essential. I understand that there is a
select committee of this Chamber now in-
vesticating all the ramifications of the met-
ropolitan water supply, and for that reason
it is wiser that the House should stay its
hand in that regard. Pieca by piece the
seleet commitiee are bringing out evidence
which must of necessity have an effeet upon
the minds of the people who are paying.
XNeow T furn to the proposed transfer of the
metropolitan tramways,  Originally those
tramways were run by a concessionaire.
Eventually the State took them over. Now,
have uny faets been adduced here to con-
vince the general taxpayer that the tramway
gervice has been a better paying proposition,
or a more effective utility, under the State
than it was while in the hands of the con-
cessionaire, or has it been demonstrated that
it would be a better proposition vnder mumi-
¢ipal control? For the reason that a com-
mittee iz inquiring into one of the activi-
ties referred to in the motion, and that no
investigation has been carried omn with re-
gard to the other, I infend to smpport the
amendment, and if that is passed I shall
vote against the motion as amended.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (Nortk) [5.3): I
urge npon the House to endeavour to pro-
ceed with the business that comes within
its provinee. Yesterday we wasted a
whole sitting en a Rill that everyone
knew wonld be defeated. To-day we are
haggling over an abstraet motion. I have
yet to learn that it comes within the pro-
vince of this Chamber to dictate the poliey
of the Government. Tt is a matter of
pelicy as to whether concerns such as
those referred to in the motion should be
run by the Government or by the muni-
cipality. A motion originally moved by
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Mr, Baxter was that the Government
should immediately enter inte negotiations
for the transfer of two activities, and
that was debated. Then Mr. Nicholson
came along with an amendment to strike
out the words ‘‘immediately enter into,'’
After all ig said and done, it is only an
ahstract motion that is before us and no
notice will ever be taken of it by the
Government, and rightly so, 1 think. We
have had Royal Commissions that have
dealt with most important subjects affect-
ing the welfare of the whole community,
and days and nights and weeks have been
spent in debating reports that have been
put in, which reports have eventually
found their way inte the waste paper
basket. It has beep exactly the same with
regard to the reports of seleet committees;
no notice has been taken of them. Here
we have an abstraet motion that means
nothing.

The Colonial Seecretary: Notice will be
taken of it.

Hoo. J. J. HOLMES: Then if thot is so,
I have nothing more to say.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN (North-East) [5.5]:
I move—

That the debale be adjourned B the
sth November.

Hon. J. Cornell: Guy Fawkes Day.
Probably on that day the motion will be
burnt.

Motion put and negatived.

Hon. F. E, 8, WILLMOTT (South-West)
[5.6]: My remarks will be brief., I was
drawn to my feet by the utterances of
some members who bhave lately resumed
their seuts. Mr. Cornell asked the House
what arguments had ever been addueed in
favour of the Government entering into
negotiations to rid themselves of the water
supply and trams, and handing them over
to loecal governing bodies. He apswered
his own question.

Hon. J. Corzeli: Then yon need not say
any more.

Hon, F. E, 8, WILLMOTT: He answered
his owp question in the affirmative, and
then said he intended to vote against the
motion. KEveryone knows that the main
thing we require to-day as a State is
money with which to develep the State,
and in regard to activities such as water
supply we know that several millions will
have to be spent in the next few years,
while with regard to trams we are aware
that they are in such a condition that they
will swallow many thousande of pounds
before they can be put into a proper state
of repair. If we could hand over those two
activities to the loral governing bodies,
the Government would be freed from the
expenditure of a certain amount of money
which could he more profitably used in the
encouragement of primary production.
My, Holmes told us it was not the duty of
this House to dictate the poliey of the
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Government. T have heard that hon. mem-
ber dictating a very stern policy regard-
ing State trading coneerns. I have heard
his tirades against the Government that
occupied the Treasury bench before the
Government now in power, and I listened
to him fell them that they were doing
wrong in continuing the State trading and
other concerns. I agreed with him. Surely
we must dictate the policy of the Govern-
ment whenever we e¢an and we shounld
endeavour to do so whenever we can. Does
the hon. member wish ns to infer that the
Bills now before uvs, and others that are
likely to come before us, must be passed?
I for one, having looked through those
now under cover of the red book, and
knowing something of the others that are
likely to come before us, am not prepared
to follow that line. Anything I c¢an do
in the direction of dictating the policy
the Government shall take, I intend to do.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Suppose the select
committee should recommend that the con-
trol of the water supply be transferred to
a trust, and this BHouse has already said
tkat that activity should be hapded over
to the local autborities, how will it be
possible for this House to adopt the select
commitiee’s report?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT: I am of the
opinion that none of these activities cam
be handed over to a trust without the eon-
ecurrenee of the local governing bodies.

Hon. A. Lovekin: But the local govern-
ing bodies eannot finance the matfer.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT : The local
governing hodies, if they like, can say
¢¢We will not allow this activity to go to
-a trust.’”’ If they do that, T feel eertain
that a trust will never get control. I do
not see that the matter requires any fur-
ther argument. We have all made up our
minds on the subject and the sooner we
take a vote the bhetter. T intend to sup-
port the motiou as it stands on the Notice
‘Paper.

Hor. J. E. DODD (Sounth) [5.107: T did
not intend to speak on this motion, but
after having heard the remarks of some hon.
members, it strikes me that there may he
something more behind the motion than
many of us think, especially when we hear
references to a transfer to a trust, and so
on. As the years po om, I feel inelined to
go more against Government control than T
have done in the past. T am inclined to
think that we have pone a little ton far
alomg that road, but T do not intend to go
to the other cxtreme and T am rather amazed
to hear references to handing over to loeal
governing hodies some of our activities, es-
peeially after what T heard said here the
other night about the incapaeity of the orin-
cipal local governing bhody in this State.
Something Arastic was said about the Perth
City Couneil in connection with the Hich
School land. It was said that that hadv
was ineapable of making up its wind abant
anvthing, and now we are asked {o hand
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over such big undertakings as tramways and
water supply to a body that is incapable
of making up its mind. That is how I view
the matter and I intend to vote against both
amendment and the motion.

Hon. H. SEDDOX (North-East) [5.12]:
I wish to say mercly a few words, and they
refer to the seleet committee that has been
engaged on the question of investigating the
water supply, Evidence has been taken
which has not yet been made publie. My
argument is that if the House commits it-
self fo definite action, it may find itself in
conflict wtih the report that the select e¢om-
mittee may be likely to present, and the
committee may be forced to reconsider its
position, That was why T sought to bring
about the adjournment of the debate until
the 5th November. I intend to vote against
the motion.

Amendment put and negatived.

Question, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes .- . .. .. 1n
Noes .. .. - .. 14
Majority against .. 3
Arves,
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon. T. Moore
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon. J. Nicholeon
Hon. J. M. Draw Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. Ewing Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott
Hon. J. M. Macfarlans) LTeller.)
Nogg,
Hon. A, Burvill Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon, A. Lovekin
Houn. J. Duffell Hon, G. W. Mlles
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. H. Seddor
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon., H. A, Stephenson
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon. J. Cornel!
Hon. J. J. Holmes {Teller.)
Hopn. J. W. Kirwan

Question, as amended, thus negatived.

BILL—STATE LOTTERIES.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—PRIVATE SAVINGS BANK.
Recommittal.

Resumed from the 9th October; Hon. .J.
W. Kirwan in the Cbair; the Colonial Seere-
tary in charge of the Bill

Clause 7—Quarterly investments
Minister (partly reconsidered):

The CHATRMAN: The Bill has been re-
committed for the purpose of reconsidering
Clause 7, to which an amendment has been
moved by Mr. Nicholson to strike out the

with
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word ‘‘seventy’’ in line 3 of Subclause 1,
and ingert ‘‘seven’’ in lieu.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: If Clause 7 is
struck out, as is proposed by Mr. Lovekin,
that will give me all 1 want, and I will with-
draw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I submit that the
clause as it stands, apart from its merits, is
ultra vires of the Yederal Constitution, which
provides that after the imposition of uni-
form duties, all trade, intercourse and com-
merce between the States sball be absolutely
free. A savings bapk may be domiciled in
Vietorin, and establish a branch hcre. The
Government may impose a license upon such
branch, and may call upon it to put up a
deposit of £10,000, or pay a license fee,
but it is not competent for us to pass an
Act declaring that 70 per cent. of its de-
posits, or any portion of them, shall he
lodged with the Government. That is an
interference with trade intercourse and com-
merce which i8 not permissible under the
Federal Constitution. That being so the
clange cannot constitutionally stand part of
the Bill, and must be struck out.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : It is
quite jmmaterial where the head office of a
company is that decides to opem a branch
ravings bank here. If it decides to open the
branch here it must ¢omply with our laws.
I submit that this is not wltra vires of the
Federal Constitution. The Solicitor Gen-
eral says that the Bill adopts the Queens-
land Act of 1923, and that there can be
no question that this Act was within the
legislative power of the State Parliament.
Section 51 of the Constitution Act confers
on the Federal Parliament power to make
laws with respect to 39 subjects, including
hanking.

Hon. A. FLovekin: See Section 92.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: There
are many other powers that may be exer-
cised concurrently by the Federal Parlia-
ment and the State Legislature. The Sol-
icitor General directs my attention to Quick
and Garran on the Federal Constitution.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I do guestion that. Sec-
tion 92 of the Constitution Aet says that
the intercourse between the States shall he
free.

The COLOXIAL SECRETARY: On page
508 Quick and Garran say—

This important section, containing 39
snbsections, ennmerates the main legisla-
tive powers conferred on the Federal Par-
liament. They are not expressly described
as cither exelusive powers or concurrent
powers, hut &n examination of their scope
and intent, coupled with subsequent sec-
tions, will show elearlv that, whilst some
nf them are powers which neither mever
belonged to the Statez, or are taken from
the Siates and are vested wholly in the
Federal Parliament to the exclusion of
action by the State Legislatures, others
are powers which may be exercised con-

[COUNCIL.]

currently by the Federal Parliament and

by the State Legislatures.

Under the Federal Constitution it is ex-
pressly set out that the State hae power to
start uny banking business. If the State
attempted to legislate for any action beyond
its own borders, the Federal Constitution
would apply, but there is no attempt by
this Bill to exercise any jurisdiction outside
the State,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I have raised quite
a different point, Section 92 of the Fed-
eral Constitution says that after the passing
of uniform duties all trade, intercourse and
commerce beiween the Stptes shall be abso-
lutely free. Trade intercourse and commeorce
between Victoria and Western Australia ean-
not be eaid to be absolutely free if a person
carrying on a savings bank or any other
commercial business is compelled to put up
70 per eent. of his assete to the Government,
in addition to paying license fees and mak-
ing a deposit. Certain powers of transfer
are permitted either for the Stiate or the
Commonwealth Government unti! the Com-
monwealth sees it to act.  One of these trans-
fer powers is banking, but that does not oper-
ate until the Federal Parliament legislates in
regard to banking. The only legislation in
this respect that the Federal authorities
have passed up to the present is in connec-
tion with the Commonwealth Bank. All
other banking has remained a: frec as 1t
was before the Federal (onstitution was
passed. Where mattera are not touched by
the Federal Parliament, the State remains
free. The points suggested by the Colonial
Secretary do not apply. The provisions of
Section 51 do not enter into this question.
Seection 92 of the Federal Constitution Act
gets out that on the impesition ¢f vwniform
duties of Customs, trade, commerce, and
intercourse among the States, whether by
means of internal earriage or ocegn naviga-
tion, shall be absolutely free.

Hop. A. J. H. Baw: Can a savings bank
business he regarded as coming within the
seope of ¢‘trade, commerce or intercourge’’?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: 1 think so.

Hon. J. Cornell: The earlier part of the
section qualifies the latter part.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: I do not think that
is so. ‘The point is that there must be free
trade, commerce and intercourse between the
States, and the question arises as to whether
the savings bank business comes within that
categorv. I submit that it affects inter-
course between two States in the carrying
on of a savings bank. That being so, it is
not competent for us to pasy a measore that
will prevent free infercourse as between the
head office of a bank in the Eagtern States
and its branch here, to the extent of com-
pelling a savings bank to put up 75 per
cent. of its assets, in addition to payinr a
license fee and n deposit of £10,000.

Hon. J. J. Holmea: If we can compel
a bank to put np a deposit, cannot we enm-
pel it to lodge additional money as sog-
gested?
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Hon. A, LOVEKIN: XNo, That is a
different matter, TUnder the Feleral Con-
stitutionp it is permissible for a State, not-
withstanding the Federal law, to impose
a licenging fee or guarantee.

Hen. J. J. Holmes: Woull a £10,000 e
posit be regarded as g licensing fee?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: [t is a different
proposition to nsk a bank to hand over its
agsets to the Government,

Hon. G. W, Miles: That only means put-

ting up a bigger guarante=.
Hon. A. L(%VE IN : If it is so inter-

preted, my point is of no value. Y suggest
that if we compe] a savings bank to ledge
assets with the Government—it practically
amounts tn cpnfiscation—that Bears s rela-
tippship different from that of a license fee
or a deposit,

Hon. J. E. Dodd: The Queensland Aet
has never been challenged.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: That §s hardiy the
point. No objection may have been taken
for Governments may have been in power
wha pr.ve npt taken exceptjon to it., T raisc
the objection now, and it is for us to say
whether my objection is wgll founded,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Have not the Federal
Goverpment hampered the State enpugh
without increasing their hold?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T am not suggest-
ing anything in that direction. We have
power to impose license fees and to ask an
interstate eompany to put up a deposit, but
we have no right te go beyond that and
confiacate the capital in this way, We have
nn more right to do that than we have to
impose income tax on companiey operating
in Melbourne. Many companies have gone
to Melhourne where the income tax ig lower,
and now trade from there. Western Aus-
tralia ean charge income iax only on the
profits that can be shown to have been de-
rived from their busipess in this State. As
there are no profits accruing, for obvious
reagons, the Government camnot go he-
yond Western Australia and tax profits
made by companies in the East. We eannot
legislate in this direction regarding savings
banks any more than we can go to Foy &
Gibson’s and force that firm to lodge goods
on depoait with the Government.

Hon. T, J. Holmes: You agree with the
deposit?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: The State has
power to impnse a license feg and a de-
posit. I do not object to that.

Hon, J. J. Halmes: If we can legislate
in that directiop, cannot we impose the ad-
Aitional conditions sought in the Bill?

Hon. A, TOVEKIN: The State cannot
confiscate poods any more than they can
ronfizeate the money of a savings bank in
the way surgested.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN: [ am unable to
ghare the views expressed bv Mr, Lovekin.
As the Leader of the House has pointed ont,
the powers of lhe Commonwealth Govern-
ment regarding certain matters are absolute
and exclugive, whereas certain powers con-
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cerning other matters may be exercised con-
currently by the State and the Common-
wealth. Provision was made ie the Federal
Constitotion that trade, commerce and inter-
course betweer States should he absolutely
free, once uniform duties were imposed.

Bon. J. Cornell: Did that not apply only
to Customs and Ezeise duty?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: That is the point
1 am coming to. That freedom did not
impls that business could be cofiducted here
free and untrammelled by local jaws. 1t
simply meant that the hopsiness conld be
condugted free from the possibility of duties
that might ptherwise have beep imposed by
the several States. The Bill imposes no duty.
It merely seeks to set out the conditions
under which buginess may be conducted
within our own borders and that is a power
the States may exercise. The Bill merely
sets out the conditions under which banking
ingtitutions of this description may be con-
dueted. If Mr. Lovekic were correct in his
view, any banking institution, company, cor-
poratiop or firm could come tn Western Aus-
tralia, secure registration and caxry an buei-
ness without confarming to the provisions
of the Companpieg Act. On the pgontrary we
knpw that what are knqwn gqs foreign gom-
panies have to gppoint seme persan resident
in the State tg act as attorney gnd certaig
returns gud forms have ta be furnished
under the provigion of that Act. That is a
condition imposed by our lacal laws setting
out how companies may carry on business
here. A little while ago we passed legisla-
tion imposing restrictions and conditions
upon inguranee companies. We insisted that
they should deposit a eertain sum as evi-
dence of their bona fides and business ability
and stability. That was no infraction of
Section 92 of the Federal Constitution.

Clauge put and passed,
Bill further reparted withouy amendment.

Further Recommittal.

On motion by Hon. A. Lovekin, Bill agawn
recommitted for the purpose of reconsider-
ing Clauges 3, 5, 7 and 15.

(lauge 3—-Interpretation:

Hon. A. LOYERKIN: I move un amepd-
ment—

That in ling 3 of ihe winterpretation of
‘eggrings bank business’’ the words ‘‘re-
ceivable from a deposit'’ be struck oul,
and ‘‘so deposited’’ ingerted in licu.

This will make the clause clearer. As it is,
I think an error was made in the drafting.

Amendment put and passed.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment—

That a’l words after ‘‘bank’’ in lne §
of the definition of ‘‘savings bank’’ be
struel: out and the following inserted in
Tien: ‘‘having relation to any moneys so
deposited and withdrawals from such de-
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pogits, bul does not include or extend to
(a) the business of receiving moneys on
deposit for fized periods at interest by
Joint stuek or éncorporated banks engaged
in or carrying on ordinary commercial
banking business, or (b) any building
gociefy or mutual co-operaiite or benefit
society receiving deposite or loans at in-
terest in sums (excepl ¢n the case of de-
posits by its members) not lrss than
£100.7?

There have been some conferences between
the Crown Solicitor, the Minister, Mr,
Nicholson and myself, and I think this
amendment i3 one that was agreed upon.
I see it is also in accord with an
amendment Mr. Kitson has on the Notice
Paper. Indeed my amendment covers that
of the hon. member. The amendment is to
make it perfectly clear that this definition
‘does not include the ordinary incorporated
banks, nor any building society or mutual
co-operative or benefit society receiving de-
pesits on lean at interest in sums, except in
the case of doposits by its members, of not
legs than £100.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY : There is
no objection to the amendment, but the
Solicitor General still maintains that this
measure does not in any way affect the agso-
ciated banks. The provigion has been in-
gerted in the Queensland Aet without any
objection from the associated banks.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I understood the
Crown Law Department were to be asked
about the phraseology of the clause. I have
not been able to find out what oceurred.
Perhaps the Minister may have something
to say onm the point.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: When all
these amendments have been moved I will
repert progress in order to place the result
before the Parliameotary draftsman, The
Bill will bave to be recommitted again.

Houn. W. H. KITSON: I move an amend-
ment on the amendment—

That the words “'in sums (ezcept in the
case of deposits by ils memberg) of not
less than £1007° be struck out and ‘" from
ity members or others (provided that de-
posits or loans received from other than
members are in sums of not legs than one
hundred pounds)’’ be inserted in lieu.

My amendment will make the position
clear. I have disecusged this matter with
a building society officer, who considers his
society would be affected by Mr. Lovekin’s
amendment. He favoured my amendment
as it would exclude his society from the
operations of the measure.

Hon. A. J, H, SAW: I presume there is
a difference between deposits and loans?

Hon. A. Nicholson: Undoubtedly.

Hon. A. J. H. BAW: Mr, Lovekin pro-
poses fo exempt only deposits and not loans,
whereas Mr. Kitson desires to exempt both
deposits and loans. It would be better to
report progress in order that those specially

[COUNCIL.]

concerned might frame a satisfactory amend-
ment.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: I accept Mr. Kit-
son’s amendment, which is an improvement
on mine. Mr. Nicholson suggested the
wording I adopted, and it was approved by
the Crown Law authorities, but we are all
at one in our wishes,

Hon, H. STEWART: In one instance s
minimum of £100 iz stipulated as the
amount bearing interest, and in the other
instance the minimum is not stipulated.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is right. A mem
ber may put up a shilling, bat an outsider
must put up £100.

Hon, H. STEWART: Members shounld
realise exactly what is being provided for.

Amendment on amendment puot and
passed.

Amendment, aa amended, put and passed;
the clause, as amended, agreed to.

(llause 5—Application for license:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move an amend-
ment— '

That in Subclause 6 the words *‘aub-
jeet to such conditions, if any, oz may
from time ito time be prescribed’’ be
struck out.

It is proposed to issue a certificate granting
a person permission to carry on this busi-
ness, and then it is proposed that the license
shall be subjeet to suck conditions as the
Governor may from time to time preseribe.

Hou, A. J. H, Saw: It ia a very fine
blunderbuss.

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN: It is. The condi-
tions under the Bill are strenuous enough.
First a deposit of £10,000 is required; then
70 per cent. of the deposits over with-
drawals must be put up, and on top of
that the private savings bank is to be
subject to any other conditions that the
Governor may from time to time preseribe.
That dragnet might well be cut out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause T—agreed to.
Clause 153—Regulations:

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: Is it intended that
the Governor shall make regulations pre-
seribing that the interest rate of a private
savings bank shall not be lower than the
rate allowed on Government deposits, or
is it intended that the rate shall not be
bhigher? If the rate were higher, the
private savings bank would get the money.
If it were lower, there would be no hope
of its getting any money.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I hope
that in the interests of private savings
banks the Chamber will not accept Mr.
Lovekin’s amendment, which wounld kill
those banks with ome fell blow. TUnder
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paragraph § of Clause 15 the Governmor
may prescribe the rate of interest which
shall be allowed on deposits by private
savings bapks. That provision gives the
Government full power to prescribe a rate.
But paragraph 5 continues—

but so that such rate shall not bhe lower

than that allowed for the time being on

deposits in the Government Savings

Bank
If ‘‘higher’’ were substituted for
‘‘lower,”’ the Governmeat could save 3

per cent interest on deposits. The pro-
vision is for the protection of private
savings banks.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I thought I was
helping the Government by my amend-
ment. The whole tenor of the Minister’s
seceond reading speech was that the Bill
was to wipe out all other savings banks,
and also building societies taking deposits.
As the Minister has now disclosed a de-
sire to protect private savings banks, I
ask leave to withdraw the amendment,

Amendment by leave withdrawn,

Clause put and passed.

Bill reported with further amendments.

Further Recommittal.

On motiowr by the Colenial Seecretary
Bill again recommitted for the purpose of
further considering Clause 3.

Clanse 3—Interpretation:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I wish
to submit the amendments made to-night
to the Parliamentary drafisman for bis
consideration before the Bill is finally dis-
posed of.

Progress reported,

.

BILL—NOXIOUS WEEDS.
In Committee.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.
Clanse 7—Power to destroy after notice:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : On the second
reading I pointed out that it would be un-
fair to put on the attorney or agent per-
sonally the liability for any money ex-
pended under this measure. I therefo.e
move an amendment, which has been
drawn in consultation with the Crown Law
Department—

That the foliowing be added to stand as
Subclause 5: “*The amount of such costs
and ezpenses shall be deemed to be rates
imposed by the local authurity on the saa
land for the financial year current when
such costz and expenses were incurred, and
shall be a charge on such land accord.
ingly,; and the provisions of the relative
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Local Government Act dealing with the
sale and leasing of land for rates shall
apply to and in respect of such cosis and °
expenses, and any charge ariging there-
under may be enforced in the manner
thercin provided.'’

The effect will be to enable the local
authority to place the charge on the Jand
instead of on the person admircistering the
estate. When Clause 15 is reached, I shall
move another amendment, making the
attorney or agent the person upon whom
the notice may be served.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 8, 9, 10—agreed to.

Clause 11—Apportionment of expense
between persons interested in land:

Houn, J. J. HOLMES: On the sscond
reading I drew atiention to this clause
also. As it stands, the clanse provides
that ecither the owner or the cccupier shall
be liable, and that the expense shall be
horne in such proportions as may be pre-
seribed by regulation. That seems to me
indefinite. The owner may have leased to
a tenant and provided in the lease that
the tepant shall eradicate weeds. To get
over the difficulty I move an amendment—

That the following be added to the
clouse:— “Subject, however, to the ex-
press provision of any agreement made as
between such owner and occupier.”

‘Where no agrecment such as I have indi-
cated exists, the Government will have to
put the responsibility oo the ome party or
on the other; and [ presome that will be
done by regulation.

Amendment put and passed;
ns amended, agreed to.

Clauses 12 to 14—agreed to.

Clause 15—Attorney 1o represent prin-
eipal:

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 move an amend-
ment—

That Subclause (£) be struck out, and
the following inserted in licu:—(£) Ser-
vive on such a reprasentative of the owner
of any land of—(a) any nolice required
or authorigsed to be served on such owner
under thig Act; (b) any summons or legal
process for the recovery of moneys pay-
able by such owner in respect of the land
under thiz Act shall be deemed to be good
and sufficient service on the owner.
With this amendment we shall make the
owner the person on whom the notice shal]
be served.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clavces 16 to 20—agreed to.

Clause 21—Quarantine anl inspeetion of

imported stock to prevent introduction of
noxious weeda:

the clause,
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I move an amend-
mept—

That Subclause (8) be struck out, and
the following inserted in liew: ‘*(#) In
the case of sheep the inspector shall keep
them in guarantine uatil shorn or slaugh.
tered, unless the Minister, on the recom-
mendation of the Director of Agriculiure,
exempts them from the provisions of this
subsection.”’

This i3 a result of a conference between
persons interested and the Director of Agri-
culture. The amendment does not go as far
as I would wish, but it is as far as the Di-
rector of Agriculture is prepared to go in
the matter. It provides that in the case of
sheep the inspector shall keep them in quar-
antine until shorn or slaughtered, unless the
Minister, on the recommendation of the
director, exempis them, It was arbitrary be-
fore. In the case of rams it might not be
convenient to shear them at Fremantle. At
the diseretion of the Director of Agriculture
it will be possible to recommend that they
be sent from omne port to another before
being shorn and still dealt with as proposed
in the Bill.

Amendment put and passed; the clause, as
amended, sgreed fo.

Hon, J. J, HOLMES: It will be neces-
sary now fo move what may be a conse-
quential amendment in Subelause (3). The
clanse begins ‘‘the wool shorn from such
sheep. . . .?" It will be necessary to insert
after ‘“wool’’ the words ‘‘or sking,’’ as
skins will have to be treated in the same
manner as the wool shorn from the sheep.
I move an amendment—

That in line 1 after *‘wool’’ the word
tighorn'® be struck oult with e view to
inserting *‘or sking.’’

Hon. H. Stewart: The clause will not
then read satisfactorily.

Hon. H. A, Stephenson: The clause fur-
ther down refers to wool being immediately
baled. It will not be possible to immediately
bale green skins.

Hon. H. Stewart: We ought to report
progress and have the amendment properly
framed; otherwise we shall have to deal with
the Bill again and make a further altera-
tion.

Hon, I, J. HOLMES: The amendment I
propose will be =all right, because we are
dealing with merely a few skins from sheep
that may be brought in.

Hon. H. STEWART: The clause was evi-
dently drafted to deal with stud sheep. Some
years ago a good many sheep were brought
in from South Australia for slaugtering pur-
poses and there might at any time be a
congiderable number of gking that it will not
be possible to deal with on account of their
being green. Of course we could strike out
the word ‘‘immediately.’”

Amendment (to strike out ‘‘shorn’’) put
and passed.

[COUNOIL.]

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I move an gmehd-
ment—

That ‘“or skins'' be ingerted.

Hon. W. H, KITSON: It would be
hetter t0 amepd the clause further dotwn.
I suggest that the words ‘‘in addition, the
sking from suclf sheep’’ be inserted in line
2 after the words ‘‘baled and.’

Hop. H. STEWART: Mr. Kitson’s
amendment will mean that the akins can be
dealt with as the Government inspector
thinks fit,

Honr, J, CORNELL: I suggest that in
addition to Mr, Holmes® amcndment the fol-
lowing words be added to the c¢lause:—
‘*The skins from slanghtered sheep shall be
dealt with as the inspector directs,’”

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Holimes " amendinent will meet the cage, The
skins that are uffected by noxious weeds
must he baled and every precaution taken
éo see that they are exported from the

tate.

Amendment put and passed; the Clause
a9 amended agreed to.

Clausges 22 to 30—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments,

BILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT,

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 2rd October,

Hon. J. EWING (South-West) [8.10]:
This is not the first oceasion when a Bill
of thig character has eome before the House.
In 1922 an amending Bill was twice before
the House. It was unfortunate that it did
not pass on those occasions. The then Gov-
ernment desired to see the State developed,
and thought that such a Bill would tend to-
wards greater prosperity than anything else,
Another Government have now come into
power, and they seem to sec eye to eye with
the Government that bave just gone out of
office, at any rate on this particular matter.
The objeet of the Bill before us is to bring
all unimproved and unproductive land into
a state of production. We desire to effect
this with the least possible disturbance of
titles, and the least interierenece with
owners. The Bill will require a2 considerable
amount of amendment. I am prepared to
support the second readinyr, as well as {o
join with other members in making as per-
feet a Bill as possible of it. When it bas
gone through the Commit{ee stage I expect
it will be a mnch improved RBill. Members
who have spoken have said what they in-
tend to do, and some of their amendments
already appear on the Notice Paper. What-
ever the amendments may be, with the gen-
eral prineiples of the Bill we must all heart-
ily agree. The Colonial Secretary has told us
that we have practically ten million acres
granted in fee simple, and 17 million acres
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granted in conditional purchase, which will
eventualiy become fee simple, making a total
of 28 million acres. Of land cleared there
is atiout gix million aeros; leaving 22 million
acres. 1f we take from this the partly
cleared land, according to the Colonial See-
retary’s statement, there remain 1% million
acres of praetivally unutilised land. Tt ean-
not be said that this vast area is unutilised
because it is used to a ygreat extent for
sheep runs. Tle object of the Government
i to see that Lhis so-called unproduetive
land is brought into more effective use, .
am sure every member will do what he can
to ussist the Government in that direction,
provided nothing wrong is done to any
owner, and that the titles of the lands ot
the State are not prejudiced. Members
have on many occasions said that the Gov-
erninent seem to find all the money necessary
for the improveament of the lands of the
State, ILf they analyse the position they
will see what a wonderful amocunt of wor
has been done by the settlers and pioneers.
The moneys spent by these people on im-
provements to land run inte between 40
million and 50 million pounds. The moneys
spent by the Governmeat total about 10 mil-
lion pounds. The man on the land, therefore,
has done a considerable amount in the way
of improving his own holdings. The Col-
oninl Secretary said that according to the
classification there were two million oacres
of land in the Avon Valley suitable for set-
{lement, and that in the opinion of the Gov-
ernment or the surveyor portion of this land
is not being put to proper use. I have
looked at the plans, and find that a lot of

this land does mnot propetly belong
to the Avon Valley. In the Avon
Valley there is mnot that extent of

unproductive or unused land, for most of
it iu already in the capable hands of settlers.
That faet is pretty weil established. That
being so, we must ascertain where this land
is that the surveyor said was within 12 miles
of a railway. If hon. members look at the
railway map, they will find that many
branch lines run off from the main line.
The land said to be available for resamp-
tion ig along those branch lines and, there-
fore, not within the Avon Valley as sug-
geated. Nevertheless, the land is available
and it is the object of the Government to
see that the land is utilised to a greater ex-
tent. Mr. Burvill must have gone to much
trouble to secure the list of people who
were looking for land, that he submitted to
the House. I read the list with interest and
it discloged the fact that many of our own
people, quite apart from migrents, were
looking for lund now. T taoke it that the
idea is to resume some of the 2,000,000
aeres referred to in order to provide lamd
for our own people.

Hon, J, J. Holmes: Could not they be
provided with land on the group settle-
ments?

Hen. J. EWING: We are not dealing
with group settlements now. I am sorry
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that group settlement work has been stopped,
apparently, for the time being, for the good
dnd' suficient réeuson that the agreement
with' the Imperigl authorities i not satis
faetory. As one of the representatives of
the South-West, I am anxious regarding the

position. I hope the Government will re-
consider their decision and go ahead
with the group settlement work, I hope

they will bring out people from the Old
Country and settle them under the advant-
ageous conditions that operate in the South-
Wast,

Hon, . W, Miles: They are doing the
work mow by contract instead of by day
labour.

Hea, J. EWING: T kave been in favour
of contract work but I doubt if, in view of
the numbler who were coming out under the
group settlement scheme, the work could
have been done originally along lines other
than those adopted by Sir Jamesy Mitchell,
It has to be remembered that the greater
proportion of those migrants were men with-
out previous farming experience, and in
view of that faet, there was no other way
te cope with the task than that adopted by
Sir James. I believe that, had he remained
in power, he would have introduced the con-
tract system in due course. It has been
said that it is not necessary to have a Closer
Settlement Bill, because the Land Act of
1898 can be utilised. I have read that Act
and T believe the Crown Solicitor has given
it as his opinion that closer settlement can-
not be brought about under it. Hence the
necessity for the Bill,  Mr. Stewart and
others mentioned the Agricultural Lands
Purchase Act and suggested that, with
amendments, that measure could be used. 1
have looked through that Act and, in view
of the many amerdments that would be
necessary, I am convinced that the Govern-
ment have adopted the better way by intro-
ducing a Closer Settlement Bill in which
their intentions are clearly indieated. I am
afraid that the amending of the 1898 Aect
would be a complicated matter.

Hon. H. Stewart: In the past Closer
Settlement Bills have heen introduced for
group settlement purposes. Now you sup-
port sueh a Bill because land is needed for
other than group settlement purposes.

Hon. J. EWING: I do net say whether
the land is required for group settlement
purposes or not. It is a matter of Govern-
ment poliecy and they may resume the land
for what purposes they may see fit. As the
intentions of the Government are put in con-
crete form in the Bill, we ean amend it or
rejecrt it. I think the Government have
dealt with the matter in the hest available
way. Mr. Willmoit, when sepeaking the
other night, was apparently concerned about
the group settlers and doubted the classifica-
tion of the land. I do not know where he
got his information from, but he said that
practically all the estates in the South-West
had been offered to the Government.
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Hon. E. H. Harris: That was not the
first time he made that statement,

Hon. J. EWING: Many estztes have been
offered to the Goverument and have been
rejected. I do not know why that was so.
If the estates were offered to the Govern-
ment on reasonable terms, as suggested by
hon. members from time to time, there must
have been something unsatisfactory about
the proposals, or the Government would have
repurchased those estates and there would
have heen no neecessity for the Bill.

Haon, T. Moore: Did any such offers come
hefore the Mitchell Government?

Hon. J. EWING: Yes, some estates were
purchased hy that Government and proved
safisfactory. [ would instance the Dar-
danup estate.

Hon. H. Stewart: The former owner says
the estate is not produeing as mueh now as
when he was in possession.

Hon. J. EWING: I do not think that is
correct; I think it is producing more.

Hon. V. Hamersley: The former owner
ghould know,

Hon. J. KWING: The prices offered for
the estates rejected may have heen more
than the Government were prepared to pay.
I will bring one concrete proposal before
the notice of the Minigter in the hope that
he will consider the proposition and de-
velop land that is within reasonable dis-
tance of railways in the South-West. Be-
fore Sir James Mitehvll went out of office,
a big scheme was put before him. The land
ecomprised areas similar to those of the Peel
estate and Bateman estate. It was sog-
gested that the Government should purehase
land and enter upon a developmental seheme
extending from Pinjarra to Bunbury. The
area comprised good country and high, dry
land, not such as Mr. Holmes, as chairman
of a Royal Commission, reported when he
deseribed some parts as sandy wastes and
poor land. The area [ refer to comprises
grood soil and, of course, swamps that could
not he improved uwpon. That proposal was
put before the present Governmment but the
Minister for Lands turned dowm the big
scheme. 1 trust the Government will do
something for that part of the State and
bring into use land which is net satisfac-
torilv utilised now. For the information of
the House, I wish to state exactly what has
bappened. There has been a movement in
Bunbury dealing with this matter and land
has been placed under option to the Gov-
ernment, 1 want the Minister to say
whether the price asked for and the condi-
tions governing the offer are satisfactory.
I know the Minister will pass on my repre-
sentations to the Minister for Lands and T
hope some statement will be made by the
Government regarding the policy respecting
this matter. A smaller scheme has heen
formulated affecting 28,000 zeres. That
area is under offer to the Government at
28s. Gad. per acre. The land is adjacent to
a railway and lies between the railway line
and the eoast.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. Lavekin;
tate!

Hon, J. EWING: The Peel ostate will
Jjustify itself, When spesking yesterday to
a msn who knows the country well, I was
talking about the good land to be found in
Western Australia and I said that some of
the best was in the Gingin distriet.

Hon. T. Moore: Nearly as good as the
Greenough Flats.

Hun. §, EWING: That, too, is beautiful
country. ‘lhe gentleman I was speaking to
said that the land I referred to was not the
best, because the best land was to he found
on the Peel estate,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Yes, the swamps.

Hon, J. EWING: In the South-West we
have similar swamp lands in the areas I am
reterring to. That land is under offer to the
Government for £39,000. The proposal is to
eut the land up into 100 farms, each com-
taining 110 acres of high land and 16 acres
of gwamp land,

Hon, G, W, Miles: What does the high
land conaist of?

Hon. J. EWING: Good redgum country.
I know the land and it is good country.

Hou. T. Moore: What is it being used for
now

Hon, J. EWING: Cattle and sheep graz-
ing.

Hon. T. Moore: Has it ever beer cleared?

Hon., J. EWING: Yes. It is also pro-
posed to provide a large commonage for the
benefit of people who take up the land there.
I hope, if the Government entertain the pro-
position, they will provide a commonage
where the people can rua their dry stock.

Hon. V., Hamersley: They will require a

So does the Peel eg-

big area!
Hon. J. EWIXG: The hon, member knows
T am right.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: You want the Gov-
ernment to say that thev consider the offer
a fair one?

Hon. J. EWING:
asking.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Do you think that ig
wise? Is there not a chanee of geiting a
better offer?

Hen, J, EWING: I understand what I
am doing. I am pointing out that, although
the Bill may be required, there are large
areag in the South-West that the Govern-
ment can acquire without the necessity for
sueh a Bill

Hon. G. W. Miles: The price may be too
high,

Hon. J. EWING: I want to point out that
the Bill i3 unnecessary regarding this par-
ticular area.

Hoan. T. Moore: You thought such a Bill
was necessary two years ago.

Hon, J. Cornell: Mr. Ewing is two years
older now,

Hon, J. EWING: Tf the hon. member
were to read my speech, I do not think he
wonld say that I considered it was neces-
Bary.

Hon, T. Moore: You spent an hour and a
half on it!

That is what I am
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Hon. J. EWING: The area I refer to 13
available under exceptionally easy condi-
tions. It is suggested that £11,000 should
be paid as a deposit and that the balanee
should be at 6 per cent. per annum over a
reasonable term.

The PRESIDEXNT: Do you intend to econ-
nect your remarks with the Bill?

Hon, J. EWING: Most decidedly! I
want the Government to purchase this land
under the Bill or any Act they kike. It is
land that is not fully improved and, there-
fore, comes within the scope of the B4lL
I am quite in order! The expenditure neees-
sary would be £39,000; to complete the roads
£8,000; drainage and surveys, £13,000; total,
£61,000. Againgt that there is clearing,
buildings, and fencing valued at £19,847,
which will reduce the cost to £41,000, It
is a golden oppertunity for the Government.

Hon. J. Cornell: Why didn’t your Gov-
ernment do it?

Hon. J. EWING: I believe that Sir James
Mitchell was on the point of doing it when
he left office.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Don’t you think you are
handicapping the Government by your sug-
gestion that it i3 a fair price!

Hon., J. EWING: I should be sorry to
handicap the Government ag the hon. mem-
ber does. I think the Colonial Secretary
knows that he has to keep his eye open to
gee that he does not get into treuble with all
the hon. member’s amendments.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member had
better address the Chair.

Hon. J. EWING: When one sees land like
that and in such a position, and available
to the Government, one wonders why it
should be necessary to have this Bill

Hon, J. Cornell: Where is this wondet-
fnl Garden of Eden?

Hon. J. EWING: If the hon. member will
come with me T will show it £o him, At any
rate, I put this concrete case before the
Houge in order that membere may see that)
the land is there and that it is cheap, and
that if the Government cannot arrange to
purchase it on the conditions T have men-
tioned, then perhaps this Cloger Settlement
Bill might be brought into use; althovgh
T am not oné to support a Bill in order that
the Government mav get the land too
cheanly, for I want to see a fair price paid
for the 'land. That is what makes me won-
der why the Bill should be deemed necessary.
Hon. members say there is plentv of cheap
land to be bonght. Then whv do we not buw
it, instend of worrving about Closer Rettle-
ment Bills? Mr. Willmett, the other night,
mentioned the Forests Act. There are Inrae
areas of land in the forest country that
conld be nzed for closer settlement.

Hon. T. Moore: And it can be used fur
growing timber, too.

Hon. J. EWING: Yes, that is right, but
the hon. member knows there are in the
gullies large areas of land that can be and
should be cultivated.

Hon. T. Moore: Your Government did
a0t go after that land.
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Hon, J. EWING: I have been astonished
at the classifications made of timber land.
I know that country very well, and I can
see that when the classifier goes out tuv
classify timber be seems to forget every-
thing else, does not worry as to whether
or not there is goed land between the hills.
If one goes to the Forests Department he
will be told that the land in and around
Greenbushes is all timber land. When I
was there 12 months ago, I was inter-
viewed by a number of clear-brained, far-
seeing men Whe knew the country, and
who assured me there was any extent of
good Jand for closer settlement in and
around Greenbushes.

Hon. T. MOORE: On the other hand,
there iz a great demand for sleeper cutters
over the whole of that area, showing that
there is timber there.

Hon. J. EWING: But there is between
the ridges much land that could be utilised
for closer settlement. The Minister for
Lands, on the representaiions of the mem-
ber for Nelson in another place, and
others, has had surveyors down there, and
I know that he is favourably disposed
towards the country, and is going to give
attention to the land around Bridgetown
and Greenbushes. However, the Forests
Act is in the Minister’s way all the time.
The Government should amend that Act
a0 ag to be able to utilise suitable land for
closer settlement. In ali this I am only
emphasising what has been said by Mr.
Willmott, and endeavouring to impress
upon the Government the necessity for
giving consideration to all the land in the
South-West available for ¢loser settlement.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is this land near a
railway{

Hon. J. EWING: Yes, it is all c¢lose tn
Bridgetown or to Greenbushes,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Well, why do not
the Government do something with their
own land?

Hon, J. EWING:
Lands caonot touch it,
Forests Act,

Hon, J. 7. Holmes: And so you favour
bim touching somebody else’s land?

Hon. J. EWING: I am not in favour of
touching anyhody else’s land. There is
room for all.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
the Bill aims at.

Hon. H. Stewart:
approve of the Bill,

Hon. T. EWING: 1 bope something will
be done to minimise the difficnlties now
eonfronting the Minister for Lands. Mr
Holmes, the other night, mentioned the
¥Midland Railway Compaay. I agree with
what he said, and T hope the method the
Government will take in respeet of the
Midland Railway Company will be to have
a straight-out purchase of the company’s
property, not to bring the company’s lands
under the Bill. TFor if the Government
touch the company’s lands they will gat
but a small percentage of good land. That

The Minister for
hecause of the

Well, that is what

But he does not
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would suit the Midland Company wery that the suggestion has been made that
well. Bot I hope the Government will migration must cease,

purchase the company s property rather than
acquire it by compulsion.

Hon., T. Moore: I suppose Sir James
Mitchell nearly bought that property tou.

Hop, J. J. Holmes: He would have
lLought it if he bhad stayed in office Jong
enough.

Hon, J. EWING: Well, Rome was not
built in a day. Had that property been
purchased by the Daglish Government it
would have beez a2 wonderful bargain for
Western Australia. I want to refer to
what Mr. Holmes said about the national-
isation of agriculture. Of course he did
nol mean what he snid. He Lknows that
agriculture bas not been nationalised.

Hon, J, J. Holmes: I do mean what I
say.

Hon. J. EWING: There is no national-
isation of land in Westera Australia to-
day.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: I said nationalisation
of agrieplture.

Hon. J. EWING: The hon. member said
that everything was being nationalised,
the Agriculjtural Bank, the Industries
Assistance Board, soldier settlement, group
gettlement and everything else. Because
the Government are bringing out settlers
and assisting them with publie money, the
hon. member’s contention is that they are
all huilding on Government money, and
putting in none themselves, and thaerefore
the industry is being nationalised. The
hon. member knows that ultimately every
settler has to pay for his land, and that
therefore there can he no mationalisation
of Jand under those conditions.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I did pot say land,
I said agriculture.

Hon, J, EWING: Well, it is practieally
the same thing. 1 say the land is not being
nationalised, Dbecause the settlers are
steadily buying it. The hon. member also
said that the burden on the people of
Western Auctralia was too great, and that
therefore if we passed the Bili, and the
Government bonght more land, the burden
would become still greater. T cannot agree
with the hon. member, He said that with
the obligations on the Government, the
diffienlties of marketing, the rgilways
authorised, and the public works in hand,
one must conclude that we had gone far
enough, and that proup settlement musat
stop. The hon. member’s argument was
totally fallacious, because unless we are
going to stagnate, we must not stop the
progress of the State by stopping group
setflement or any other settlement. The
moment we say ‘‘That is erough,’’ that
is 'the end of it. If in any grear enter-
prise doubt arises, the whole thing is
damned. That is what 1 fear for group
settlement to-day. T am afraid that those
in the Old Country looking forward to
coming ont here have been told that the
Imperial agreement is not all right, and

Hon. G. W. Miles: Did you not read in
the Treasurer's Budget speech that migra-
tion means mora work?

Hon. J. EWING: Yeas, I was very pleased
to read that, Mr. Holmes, having full
knowledge of the State and its require-
ments, cannot advise the Government to
stop group settlement. Indeed such a con-
tention shoulit not he used by a respensible
member of the House.

Hon. A. Lovekin; The Government may
not be able to go on, for want of funds.

Hon. J. EWING: I do not think the
hon. member believes that for a moment.
This is 2 wonderfully rich State, and we
can get any amount of money in Londaox.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: Don't you think four
millions in the Mouth-West enough to go on
with?

Hon. J. EWING: I should like to see
it 40 millions. Some members seem to be
afraid of Western Australia. They say we
must stop, that we have noi got the money.
Plenty of bnsinessss, if afraid to go on ber-
rowing when up agginst if, would have gone
to the wall.

Hon. J. Corgell: Then you believe in the
old adage that no church was ever built
without going imto debt.

Hon. ¥, EWING: If we stop, migrants
will go to Canada and other parts of the
world, and will say that although Western
Australia started group settlement she be-
came afraid of her position and closed down.
And they will add ‘*We have no time for
Western Australia.’’ Thus the link will be
broken and that will mean disaster to West-
ern Australia. It will be necessary to make
some amendments to the Bill. Mr, Holmes,
spenking of lis experience on the Peel Es-
tate Royal Commission, said a ecrtain board
was appointed. Mr, Vena was a member of
the board which reported against the pur-
chasing of a nertain property. Therefore,
the Government got rid of him and ap-
pointed someone else who was favourable to
the purchase.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
against the land,

Hon. J. EWING: The reason for Mr.
Venn’s going off the board was that he
had purchased sn estate that required hia
attention.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I only pointed out
what might be done and what couyld be done
hy this bhoard.

Hon. J. EWING: A civil servant would
not be worthy of any consideration if he was
amenable to pressure by the Minister, 1
do not think there is’ such a man in our
civil rerviee to-day. Mr. Camm went on to
the hoard referred to by Mr, Holmes, but
the estate was purchased for an entirely dif-
ferent reason. It was purchased beeause it
was required in conpeetion with the drain-
age syatem, and the priee was reduced from
985, to 20s. per acre. There was ample justi-
fication for its purchase at that stage.

The bpard reportad
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Hon, J. Cornell: Did yon read what was
said abou! Mr. Camm on the Reditribution
of Seuts Rill last session ?

Hon, J. EWING: XNo, but he is a very
good man, and ahove the sort of thing sug-
gedted by Mr. Holmes. Governments eome
and Governmeats go, and if & Minister
could not depend upon the head of his de-
partment, it wonld be-a bad thing indeed for
the Stute.

Hon. t&. W. Miles: If the officer did not
do ag the Minister desired, in some ecases he
would be pushed out.

Hon. J, J. Holmes:
what bappened.

Hon., J. EWING: That was the infer-
ence conveyed by the hon. member, and in
speaking thus he did an injustice to eivil
servants. The constitution of the board is
capable of improvement. Twe of its three
members should not be Government officials.
One member should be an experienced agri-
culturist not in the Government service. Th~
board would then consist of a Government
officinl, an experienced agriculturist ontside
the Government service, and a local resident.

Hon. A. Burvill: What about the owner
of the land?

Hon, J. EWING: He would be repre-
sented by the agriculturist, All that the
board has to decide is what is reasomable
vse of land. Under my suggestion it shoul!
be possible to get 2 good board, and given
that there shonld be no difficulty with the
measutre, Provision is made for appeals, and
I am satisfied all possible consideration will
be extended to land owners. The Govern-
ment have no intention to confiscate land. I
am surg they will act fairly and will not
take a man’s property without paying a
reagsonable price for it. Mr. Stewart re:
ferred to land valwation taxation. That
would be of graat advantage in this State.
Under the Bill it is proposed to take as the
value of the land the amount returned for
taxation purposes plus 10 per cent., but it
would also be remsonable to give some con-
sideratien for disturbance,

Hon. JF, J. Holmes: A lot of the valna-
tions have been fixed by the department.

Hon. J. EWING: But the valuations
have not been fixed by the Taxation Depart-
ment throughout the State. As regards the
definition of land reguired for closer settle-
ment, I do not think there is mueh in tle
objections that have Dbeen raised. The land
acquired will be land required for closer
settlement, and there is no intention of tak-
ing town lands.

Hoxn. J. J. Holmes: The Government
could take stock reseérves, university land, or
anything.

Hoh. J. BWING: The Government want
otily such land as is unused and wunpro-
duetive, If the Government decide to ac-
quire a portion of a man’s holding, the
owwner khns & right to insiet upoh theit
taking the lot. That is satisfactdry, but what
about the other side of the picture? The
Minister for Lands has strenmously opposed
any suggestion that a man shonld be allowed

No ong said that is
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to retain portion of his property for his own
use,

Hon, V. Hamersley: They will put a
fictitious value on it snd make him buy
it back.

Hon. J. EWING: He should be able to
reserve a porfion of his holding and then
the unused portion could be made available
for closer scttlement. The prineiple of the
Bill is sound, and in Committee we can make
such amendments as wiil perfect the measure.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY (East) [8.54]:
[ do pot agree with Mr. Ewing’s statement
that this is a good Bill. His remarks indi-
catc that there i3 any amount of land, even
in his own provinee, on offer to the Govern-
ment.  Speaking from a lifetime’s know-
ledge of land in this State I am not aware
of any part where land is nof for sale and
available. There are immense areas of land
for sale throughout the State, and in many
instancea it has been offered for consider-
ably less than it has cost the owners. There
are always some people jealous of those who
arrived earlier. People come come here and
see land partially developed and think it
would be good land to acquire. They do not
care’ to go into the black blocks and take
up virgin country.

Hou. A. Burvill: What about the people
going out 40 miles from a railway and un-
able to get land there?

Hen, v, HAMERSLEY: What about the
people who eame ount from the 0ld land many
years ago and paid their own passages?
Somea even chartered their own veasels to get
here, and went considerably more than 40
miles out.

Hon. J. Cornell: What about the abori-
gines from whom they took the land?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The aborigines
had their opportunity, and to-day there are
areas set aside for them. The people who
have given their lives to working the land
are promised a board consisting of Govern-
ment officials—who probably were never om
the land, but who decided from their school
days to always wear stiff collars and shirts
—to dictate a8 to how the land shall be
used Tt is ridiculous.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Are there not any stiff
collars in the bush?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Such men have
taken good care never to go into the bush,
but they are to be appointed to dictate to
the men on the land as to what they shall
do. They are to decide whether the un-
fortunate holder of land has been developing
it effectively. The holder has probably been
struggling to obtain money to develop it, but
the board are going to have the power to
say that he has not been using it to the
best advantage.

Hon, T, Moore: Do you say Mr. McLarty
does not know anything about landt

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Many of our
settlers decided in the early days that Aus-
tralia was a good lanfl in which to grow
wool. Owing to the prevalence of native
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dogs anu the difficulty of getting labour to
erect tenees, they found it necessary to
sheplherd their flocks, Therefore they took
up fuirly lurge ureas. In the southern areas
of this State, it is uvscless to take up land
uder other than freehold conditions. LE
8 mau took . 3 leaschold, uuy wie would have
the rigiue to come along and pick the eyes
out of it. Settlers in New South Wales
found thous dves I tue same position in the
early nzys,  Squatters were aliowed to take
up large leuscholds on which to run their
stuck, Lui smnl Lolders wore allowed to
come in anu pivk the eyes out of the coun-
try, atier Jerbips sowe w. thuse people
bad shown whit could be done with the
loud.  Such fegislation torees land holders
inte the posibion ot putting their capital
into the acquisition of the land under tree-
hold vonditions, instead of using their capi-
tal to develop avd improve their holdings.
it bas made conditions very much harder
there; and it has had the samé effect in the
southern purt of this State, as compared
with the squatters of the North who can de-
vote the whole of their capital to improve-
ments suck as fencing and water supplies,
and to judicious stocking. New South Wales
has recently spent emormous soms on closer
settlement, buying many large estates for
the purpose, with the result that the State
is about two million acres short wnder wheat
as compared with the position of a few years
ago. As regards sheep, New South Wales
has gone down from about 60 millions to
about 30 millions. Yet it is principally
upon wool that Australia depends for its
financial stability. It is neecessary to con-
tinue the sheep industry as far as we can
possibly sustain it, and large areas are re-
quired for sheep. Under closer seltlement
conditions the best wool will not be grown.
To send a board from the busy departmental
centres to dictate to men who know some-
thing about land, what they are to do with
their areas, seems to me a rash proceeding
that is bound to result in disaster. Person-
ally I see no necessity whatever for the
appointment of a board to aequire land un-
der the eonditions proposed hy the measure.
I agree with the last speaker that there are
plenty of areas available, plenty under offer
to the Government now and for some time
past. If there is any urgent neeessity for
promoting eloser settlement, we already have
every means of acquiring properties under
the Acquisition of Lands Act passed some
years ago. TIndeced, an advertisement pub.
lished in to-morrow morning’s paper would
produce a sheaf of offers of land from one
end of the State to the other; and in many
instances the land could be acquired for less
than it cost the rresent owners. Again, an
applieation to Perth land agents to-day
would reveal that they have large numbers
of beautiful propositions awaiting arvene
who wishes to acquire land.

Hon. T. Moore: At big prices.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: T have here a
letter written in 1841 which mentions that
the early settlers anticipated that the value
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of land would rise very rapidly, and that
iu that year, 1841, the Government bhad just
inereased ihe upset price to £1 per acre. [
happen to be at present on an area for which
£1 per avre was paid in those early days.
For many years the old settlers hoped that
the price of land would rise, in order that
they might ypret back what their land had
eost tuenn,  Unquestionably many settlers
bhave lived to regret their investments iu
that direction. Even to-day many holders
woulil be glad to dispose of their lamd tor
what it cost them. Accordingly 1 say there
is no necessity: for a board to go on lawds
und tell their owners what to do with them.
Many of those owners are anxious to sell.
Under this Bill they are to have the oppor-
tunity themselves of cutting up their lands;
but who would be foolish enough to make
that attempt in competition with the Gov-
ernment to-day, when the Government are
giving land away and then finaneing those
to whom it has been given? The Midland
vompany have huge areas of land availahle
a1 very low prices, but they simply cannot
compere with the Government for the reason
that they are wnable te give away their
lands. In the same way private persons
would find it utterly impessible to compete
with the Government, not being able to set
up Lands Depariments of their own, The
Government can tax those of us who have
been established here for some time, buot
there are Crown lands available within a
very few miles of the line throughout the
length and breadth of our railway system.

Hon. T. Moore: Sand plain.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Some people eall
it sand plain. I bhave seen splendid crops
growing on a great deal of it.

Tion. T. Moore: Not much of it was taken
np by the old settlers.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: The old settlers
took up enormous areas of sand plain. Mueh
better lands have been made available in
recent years than many of the old settlers
got, those old settlers who are credited with
having picked the eyes out of the country.
Liring on their lands, and having their
stock on the areas immediately adjoining
the homesteads, thexr improved their holdings.
Ta the wheat belt there are lands yielding
30 and 35 bushels to the acre, while many
of the lands taken up earlier have not heen
able to produce more than 15 hushels. We
know that many advisers have recommended
people to go ovt of wheat and prow sheep.
That fact shows the nature of the risk in-
volved in toking up and developing land.
Onite recentlv it was siated in the Press
that three persoms held 75,000 acres within
seven miles of Toodyay. T know nothing
about that, exeept that the Midland Rail-
way Company have a large area of land
in that neighhourhocd. Moreover, the Gov-
ernment at the present time hold wmany
thousands of acres of land which is avail-
able on much lower terms than thore nn
which land was sold to the old setilers.
Nowadavs people are offered land free of
eost by the Government. ’
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Hon. A. Burvill: Recently thers were 92
applieants for one block.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: It must have
been & block with the right to crect an hotel
on it,

Hon. A. Burvill: Nothing of the sort!
The applicants included men with capital.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I know of a
few men with capital who are getting out
of this country because of the various forms
of tuxation which are being applied to land
here. A man who was about to invest here
said, **I will only invest if there is not
likely to be any interference.’’ Seeing a
Bill similar to this, and having looked Into
taxation matters, he decided not to invest
here.

Hon. T. Moote: He could not have in-
tended to develop the land, seeing that the
Bill dealt only with unimproved land.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : The present
Bill deals with land whiceh, in the opinion
of the board to be appointed, ia not being
put to its best use. I am not ready to
accept from a beard of officials who have
not gone through the mill of working land
a decision as to whether my land is or is
not being worked to the best advaniage.
Officials are not competent to express an
opinion on such a subjeet. Further, if the
board do not satisfy the Minister he can
wipe them out and appoint another board,
and thus speedily obtain quite a different
report, We know what happens to eivil
servants who do not earry out the wishes
of Ministers: they uscally go overboard.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Can you quote aay
such cage?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I do not wish
to quote cases, but members know of a few
which occurred under previous Govera-
meats. Such cases are likely to recur
under future Governments. I ecare not
which pide is in power—-Governments ex:
pect their ideaa to be carried into effect.
In fact, Governments have omnly to indi-
eate their views and then employ the need-
ful intimidation to bring about decisioms
unfair to the community. We shall rum
the risk of those things occurring if we
pass the measure, Personally T see no
necessity for the Bill, and I hope it will
npot pass the second reading. There are
many other matters to which I should have
liked to refer. One is the cutting up of
estates in the past. One need only go to
York or Northam to disecover that estates
which were acguired by the Government
and by them subdivided into from 15 to
25 blocks, have now been re-acquired, and
are held, in one instance by five personms,
and in another by seven persons. Many of
these men who have been put on small
areas cannot make a living on those areas.
The Buckland estate recently aequired has
been cut up and trouble has occurred there.

Hon. T. Moore: It was cut up in an
absurd faghion—40-acre blocka.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Of course some
areas could be acquired and c¢ut up into
25-acre blocks, There ia no donbt about
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it, it is much better in a matter like this
to allow it to work itself out. If a man
finds that he has too big an area, and that
someone else wants it, he is only too ready
to let him have a portion of it. But when
Yyou have tremendous tracts of country,
and the Government are competing with
you at every turn and are aequiring the
money that is needed for development pur-
poses, it becomes a difficutt matter for
landbolders to carry on. At the present
time we find that there are people who
prefer to invest their money in Govern-
ment bonds rather tham invest it in land.
Thus it becomes impossible for that
devélopment that we desire to see, to be
brought about. Naturally also it is more
profitable to carry sheep than to embark
in many other industries, and it would be
better for many people in the cities to
wake up to that fact and to get out into
the country. I agree with Mr., Ewing that
we want to see a little more optimism
shown in respect of the country, and more
interest taken in what is going on there,
whilst also many should realise the fact
that they are only wasting their time in
carrying on secondary industries at the
expense of the primary industries.

Hon, T. Moore: What population wonid
the Btate carry if everyone went in for
sheep?

Hon. J, Cornell: In 20 years the popula-
tion of Australia increased by 2 per cent.
while the manufactories increase by 21
petr cent. !

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: We hear that
in Western Australia it is difficult to
secure land. Yet we have 300,000,000
acres still in the hands ¢f the Government
not touched.

Hon. A, Burvill: You cannot get at it.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: If anyone has
any grit the land is to be found going
begging.

Hon. A, Burvill: In August last thers
were 41 people with capital after a block
and only one got it.

Hon. V, HAMERSLEY: Only today I
was offered 10,000 acres femced at ome
place, 20,000 acres in another, and 5,000
acres in another.

Hon, T. Moore: Those areas are too big
for the ordinary man,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Land is avail-
able in every direction and the owners are
begging for help from one another. There
are bargains in land to be got every day,
and we find that those who are doing their
best to develop areas are harassed in all
directions. Hon. members should look more
carefully into these things and see whether
we can induce business people to treat
gympathetically, rather itban upset those
who know how to deal with their land. I
intend to vote against the second reading
of the Bill

On motion by Hon, H. J. Yelland, debate
adjonrned.

House adjourned at 9.23 pm.



